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MARSEILLE FOR MR. HIGDON. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNARUNMO 

SUB J : RATIFICATION OF PROTOCOL AMENDING SINGLE 
CONVENTION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS, 1961 

REF: STATE 12353 

1. ON JANUARY 24 EMBOFF PRESENTED AIDE MEMOIRE ON RATIFICATION 
OF CONVENTION TO ABDELLAH BENKIRANE, CHIEF, INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS DIVISION OF FOREIGN MINISTRY. BENKIRANE WAS 
FAMILIAR WITH MATERIAL AND SAID IMMEDIATELY THAT GOM HAD NO 
SUBSTANTIVE PROBLEM WITH CONVENTION WHATSOEVER. ON CONTRARY 
IT WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY FOR IT. 

2. PROBLEM, BENKIRANE SAID, WAS ADMINISTRATIVE. SOME TIME 

AGO FONMINISTRY HAD SENT RATIFICATION DOCUMENT, TOGETHER WITH 
BRIEFING PAPER, TO MINISTRY FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS FOR 
PERSONAL CONSIDERATION AND SIGNATURE BY KING. MINISTRY'S 
PRACTICE IS TO BUILD UP BACKLOG OF SEVERAL SUCH DOCUMENTS 
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AND THEN BLOCK OUT TIME ON KING'S SCHEDULE SO THAT ALL 
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MAY BE SIGNED AT ONCE. UNTIL NOW, THIS LAST STEP HAS NOT 
BEEN TAKEN. 

3. BENKIRANE PROMISED RAISE MATTER WITH MINISTRY OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS ONCE MORE BUT WAS CAREFUL TO MAKE NO 
COMMITMENT THAT MATTER WOULD BE ACTED ON SOON. 

ANDERSON 
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